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“We have seen His star in the east.....

The wise men would never have seen that particular star unless they had been
watching the night sky. One of the first things I see after I wake up is the view in my
window that faces east here in my bedroom. Lying in my bed, I can see the sun rise or
watch a full moon snake its way across the dark sky. Occasionally I am especially
treated when the northern lights decide to put on a display, or watch a zillion stars
dancing around the Big Dipper.

Which reminds me: Years ago we lived in Fairbanks, Alaska, north of the
artic circle. One new year’s eve, just as we stepped outside to leave a church service
we attended in a small village called North Pole, the northern lights were so brilliantly
awesome that night. Looking upward, (even though the temperature was well below
zero), nobody seemed to mind standing there in the cold looking at that night sky. We
were transfixed by the sight of those brilliant yellow, green and red lights dancing up
and down across the heavens, even streaking downward to almost touch my hands--- a
sight emblazioned in my memory ever since it happened.

I also recall that there was an old Eskimo woman who sometimes attended
that church. She lived alone by herself in a small cabin, chopped her own firewood,
cooked her own meals, and washed her own clothes. She told me that every morning
she would first go to the east window in her kitchen to look out to see “if Jesus had
returned”. Simplistic, and perhaps extreme to most of us. But now that I am alone and
80 myself, what she said makes more sense to me every day I am still alive.

Perhaps a relative or a friend might check on her welfare, take her shopping,
or give her a ride to church. Nowadays there are government programs to help do those
kind of things, yet as good and needful as they are, there is an element missing in all of
that, that can never fill the place of “caring and loving” friends and family.

I have a friend called Anita. She and I met years ago when our husbands were
still alive, went fishing together and had a grand time roaming around our beautiful
Alaska. We call each other at least once a week, sometimes enjoy a lunch together at
iHop and share conversation over a cup of coffee. Both of us are the same age and
share our spiritual thoughts, memories and dreams. But one thing that runs through our
minds is the same for both of us. We might try to imagine what life was like for that
old Eskimo woman, living by herself in one of earth’s coldest places, knowing she
would soon die, probably alone. For when our bodies can no longer lift the axe to chop
our firewood, when we don’t hear so well or see things in focus like we used to do, our
friends have passed on to their reward or the ones still around sometimes can’t remem-
ber, and a younger generation never heard, nor even care to hear what we experienced
back when---we wonder.... isn’t it time? That daily question can keep us old folks a
bit apprehensive.

But now that we once again are hearing the Christmas story, a nugget came
along just as I was writing this: The answer to that is something this troubled, fearful
generation needs to learn about; for it is the same for all of us, at any age, anywhere,
included myself, even just as it was for those wise men 2,000 years ago who looked
eastward:

She focused on His coming, rather than on her leaving.

MARY E. ADAMS
“The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament sheweth His handiwork. Day
unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.” (Ps 91:1)
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Welcome to Gospel Lighthouse Outreach

Coming This Week...

8th - International Full Gospel Evangelistic Association, Inc.
North Texas District Here at 7:30 PM

9th - Prayer Meeting (@ 12:00 PM

13th - Johnny & Olivia Liserio Wedding Anniversary

13th - Christian Young Birthday

Coming Next Week...

13th - Christian Young Birthday
16th - Prayer Meeting @ 12:00 PM

19th - Movie Night

From the pastor’s desk

Sunday School........cccccoeviviineininnnene.

Adults Class: “Revelation Chapter 22”

Scripture References:
Revelation 22:5

Story Summary:
Rev 22:6 And he said unto me, These sayings are
faithful and true: and the Lord God of the holy
prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the
things which must shortly be done.

Class teacher; Alyce J Dendy

Teens Class: “The Church”
Scripture References:

Acts 8
Story Summary:

Christmas Presents

To your enemy.......cceeuueeee forgiveness

To your oppenent............. tolerance

To a friend.......ccceecuueeeenee. your heart

To others service

To all men........eeeeeecneneees Charity

To every child.................. a good example
To yourself............cuceee.. Respect.

Class teacher; Donna Worley

Juniors Class: “Prophecies of Jesus Birth”

Scripture References:
Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14

Story Summary:
Students may wonder, how we know, that Jesus is who He said
He is. Today's lesson shows how God gave signs to show us that
Jesus is His son, sent to save the world from sin.

Class teacher; Wesley Lambert

Kindergarten Class: “Zechariah's Special Visitor”

Scripture References:
He is faithful that promised. Hebrews 10:23

Story Summary:
When the angel gave Zechariah the good news that God was go-
ing to give him a son in his old age, Zechariah expressed disbe-
lief. As a sign, God made Zechariah mute until the birth of the
baby. Only when Zechariah wrote '""His name is John" did his
voice return. God had kept His promise.

Class teacher; Trixie McCanless
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